IN THE CLAIMS 



Complete listing of the claims 

1-11. (Cancelled) 

12. (Withdrawn) An information sharing system for image forming apparatuses 
comprising: 

a first image forming appai'atus comprising: 

a first storage for storing first determined data for controlling image formation; 
a determined data providing section for performing a processing concerning a 

predetermined request; and 

a first controller for controlling the determined data providing section; and 
a second image forming apparatus comprising: 

a second storage for storing second detennined data for controlling hnage formation; 
a determined data obtaining section for making tibie predetermined request; and 
a second controller for controlling the determined data providing section. 

13. (Withdrawn) The system of claim 12, wherein the determined data obtaining section 
sends determined data request data for requesting the first detennined data to the determined 
data providing section, and 

the determined data providing section provides the first detennined data requested based 
on the detennined data request data. 

14. (Withdrawn) The system of claim 12, wherein the fist controller reads the first 
determined data stored in the first storage, and malces the detennined data providing section 
send the first determined data to the second image forming apparatus, and 

the second controller stores the first determined data received by the determined data 
obtaining section firom the first unage forming apparatus in the second storage. 
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15. (Withdrawn) The system of claim 12, further comprising a plurality of first image 
forming apparatuses and a plurality of second image forming apparatuses, 

wherein the determined data obtaining section of any one of the plurality of second image 
forming apparatuses sends the determined data request data for requesting the first determined 
data of any one of the plurality of first image forming apparatuses, to the any one of the 
plm*ahty of first image forming apparatuses, and 

the first controller of the first image fonning apparatus which receives the determined 
data request data reads the first determined data requested based on the determined data 
request data out of the first storage, and makes the determined data providing section send the 
first determined data to the second image forming apparatus. 

16. (Withdrawn) The system of claim 13, wherein each of the first determined data, the 
second determined data and the determined data request data include item identification data 
for identifying a determined item. 

17. (Withdrawn) The system of claim 16, wherein the second storage comprises a storage 
area corresponding to the item identification data, and 

the second controller stores the first determined data received from the first image 
forming apparatus in the second storage when deterniining that the second storage comprises a 
storage area corresponding to the item identification data included in the first determmed data 
received firom the first image forming apparatus. 

18. (Withdrawn) The system of claim 17, wherein the second controller stores the item 
identification data and a data storage capacity threshold related to the item identification data 
in the second storage, and stores the first determined data received firom the first image 
forming apparatus in the second storage when detemiining that data amount of the first 
detemiined data received firom the first image forming apparatus is not more than the data 
storage capacity threshold corresponding to the item identification data included in the first 
determined data. 
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19. (Withdrawn) The system of claim 12, wherein the fist image forming apparatus 
further comprises a second determined data obtaining section for making a predetennined 
request, 

the second image forrning apparatus fiui;her comprises a second determined data 
providing section for performing a processing concerning the predetermhied request, 

the fist controller controls the second determined data obtaining section to request the 
second determined data providing section to output the second determined data, and 

the second controller controls the second determined data providing section to provide the 
second determined data to the second determined data obtaining section. 

20. (Withdrawn) The system of claim 19, wherein each of the first detemuned data and 
the second determmed data include item identification data for identifying a determined item. 

21 . (Withdrawn) The system of claim 20, wherein the first storage comprises a storage 
area corresponding to the item identification data, and 

the first controller stores the second determined data received fi'om the second image 
forming apparatus in the fist storage when determining that the fist storage comprises a 
storage area corresponding to the item identification data included in the second determined 
data received from the second image forming apparatus. 

22. (Withdrawn) The system of claim 21 , wherein the first controller stores the item 
identification data and a data storage capacity threshold related to the item identification data 
in the first storage, and stores the second detennined data received from the second image 
forming apparatus in the first storage when determining that data amoimt of the second 
determined data received the second image forming apparatus is not more than the data 
storage capacity threshold corresponding to the item identification data included m the second 
deterinined data. 
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23. (Withdrawn) The system of claim 12, further comprising a data processing apparatus 
comprising an instruction sending section for sending a determined data providing mstruction 
to at least the first controller, 

wherein the first image forming apparatus further comprises an instruction receiving 
section for receiving the determined data providing instruction sent from the instruction 
sending section, and 

the first controller provides the first determined data to tlie second image forming 
apparatus on the basis of the determined data providing instruction received by the instruction 
receiving section. 

24. (Withdrawn) The system of claim 23, wherein the data processing apparatus further 
comprises an input receiving section for receiving an input of a determined data providing 
apparatus capable of receiving the determined data providing instruction, 

wherein the instraction sending section sends the determined data providing instruction to 
the determined data providing apparatus received by the input receiving section. 

25. (Withdrawn) The system of claim 23, wherein the first image forming apparatus 
further comprises a determination section for detennining the first determined data, 

the first storage stores the first determined data determined by the determination section, 
and a determined data transfer address to which the first determined data are transferred, and 

the determined data providing section provides the first detemiined data stored in the first 
storage to the detemiined data transfer address, on the basis of the determined data providing 
instruction received by the instruction receiving section. 

26. (Withdrawn) The system of claim 25, wherein the fist controller determines whether 
the second image forming apparatus having the determined data transfer address to which the 
first determined data are transferred is capable of receiving data or not, and 
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the determined data providing section provide the first determined data to the second 
image forming apparatus when the first controller determines that the second image forming 
apparatus is capable of receiving data. 

27. (Withdrawn) The system of claim 26, wherein the first controller communicates with 
the second image forming apparatus, and determines whether the second image forming 
apparatus is capable of receiving data or not on the basis of a communication result. 

28. (Withdrawn) The system of claim 23, wherein the fist controller selects determined 
data instructed to be provided firom the first detennined data stored in the first storage on the 
basis of the determined data providmg instruction received by the instruction receiving 
section, and 

the determined data providing section provides the determined data selected by the first 
controller to the second image forming apparatus. 

29. (Withdrawn) The system of claim 23, wherein the first storage stores a pluraUty of 
determined data transfer addresses to which the first determined data are transferred, 

the first controller selects any one of the plurality of determined data transfer addresses 
stored in the fijst storage on the basis of the determined data providing instruction received by 
the instruction receiving section, and 

the detennined data providing section provides the first determined data to the determined 
data transfer address selected. 

30. (Withdrawn) The system of claim 23, wherein the second image forming apparatus 
fiirther comprises a determined data renewing section for renewing the second determined 
data stored in the second storage based on the fnst determined data received by the determined 
data obtaining section firom the fixst image forming apparatus. 
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3 1 . (Withdrawn) The system of claim 30, wherein the second image fomiing apparatus 
further comprises a save section for saving the second determined data stored in the second 
storage when renewing the second determined data stored in the second storage based on the 
first deteraiined data received by the determined data obtaining section from the first image 
forming apparatus. 

32. (Withdrawn) The system of claim 31, wherein the determined data providing section 
sends data for instructing whether to save the second determined data stored in the second 
storage in the save section of the second unage forming apparatus or not, when providing the 
first determined data stored in the first storage to the second image forming apparatus on the 
basis of the determined data providing instruction received by the instruction receiving 
section. 

33. (Withdrawn) The system of claim 23, further comprising a pliurality of first image 
forming apparatuses comprising determination sections for determiniiig the first determined 
data, and a plurality of second image forming apparatuses, 

wherein the data processing apparatus further comprises a specifying section for 
specifying any first unage forming apparatus of the plurality of first image forming 
apparatuses to provide the fist determined data, an item of the first determined data of the first 
image fonriing apparatus to be provided, and any second image forming apparatus of the 
plurality of second image forming apparatuses to which the fist determined data 
corresponding to the item are provided, 

the instruction sending section sends the determmed data providmg instruction and 
infoimation specified by the specifying section to the first controller of the first image foraiing 
apparatus specified by the specifying section, 

the first storage stores the first determined data determined by the determination section, 
and a determined data transfer address to which the first determined data are transferred. 
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the determined data providing section provides the fibrst determined data stored in the fist 
storage to the deterniined data transfer address on the basis of the determined data providing 
instruction received by the instruction receiving section, and 

the second image forming apparatus further comprises a determined data renewing 
section for renewing the second determined data stored in the second storage based on the first 
determined data received by the determined data obtaining section from the first image 
forming apparatus. 

34. (Withdrawn) The system of claim 33, wherein the second image forming apparatus 
fiulher comprises a save section for saving the second determined data stored in the second 
storage when receiving the first determined data from the first image fonnhig apparatus. 

35. (Withdrawn) The system of claim 23, wherein the second image forming apparatus 
an existing data sending section for sending the second detemuned data store in the second 
storage to the data processing apparatus when receiving the first determined data from the first 
image forming apparatus, and 

the data processing apparatus fiui:her comprises a save section for saving the second 
determined data received from the second image forming apparatus. 

36. (Withdrawn) The system of claun 33, wherein the specifying section of the data 
processing apparatus specifies whether to save the second determined data stored in the 
second storage of the second image forming apparatus to which the first determined data are 
provided or not, 

the instruction sending section of the data processing apparatus sends the determined data 
providing instruction and information specified by the specifying section to the first image 
forming apparatus specified by the specifying section, 

the instruction receiving section of the first image forming apparatus receives the 
determined data providing instruction from the data processing apparatus, and 
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the determined data providing section of the first image forming apparatus sends data for 
instructing whether to save the second determined data stored in the second storage of the 
second image forming apparatus or not when providing the first determined data stored in the 
first storage to the second image forming apparatus on the basis of the determined data 
providing instruction received by tlie instruction receiving section. 

37. (Withdrawn) The system of claim 33, wherein the fist image forming apparatus 
further comprises a second detennined data obtaining section for making a predetennined 

request, 

the second image forming apparatus fiirther comprises a second determined data 
providing section for performing a processing concerning the predetermined request, 

the instruction sending section of the data processing apparatus sends the determined data 
providing instruction to the second controller, 

the second image fomiing apparatus further comprises a second instruction receiving 
section for receiving the detemiined data providing instruction sent firom the instruction 
sending section, and 

the second controller provides the second determined data to the first image forming 
apparatus on the basis of the determined data providing instruction received by the second 
instruction receiving section. 

38. (Withdrawn) The system of claim 37, wherein the second image forming apparatus 
fluther comprises a second determination section for determining the second detemiined data, 

the second storage stores the second determined data determined by the second 
determination section, and a determined data transfer address to which the second determined 
data are transferred, and 

the second determined data providing section provides the second determined data stored 
in the second storage to the determined data transfer address on the basis of the detennined 
data providing instruction received by the second instruction receiving section. 
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39. (Withdrawn) The system of claim 38, wherein the second controller determines 
whether the first image forming apparatus to which the second determined data are transferred 
is capable of receiving data or not, and 

the second deteraiined data providing section provides the second determined data to the 
first image forming apparatus when the second controller determines that the first image 
forming apparatus is capable of receiving data. 

40. (Withdrawn) The system of claim 39, wherein the second controller conmiimicates 
with the fist image forming apparatus, and deteraiines whether the first image apparatus is 
capable of receiving data or not on the basis of a communication result. 

41 . (New) An image fonning apparatus capable of communicating with another image 
forming apparatus which comprises an HTTP server program, comprising: 

a first storage for storing an HTTP server program and an HTTP cUent program; 

a second storage for storing a parameter data used in the image forming apparatus; 

an operation section for an input perforaied by an operator; and 

a controller for responding to the input from the operation section, for requesting the 
another image formmg apparatus to transfer the parameter data by the HTTP cHent program, 
for receiving the parameter data transferred from the another image fomiing apparatus by the 
HTTP server program of the another image forming apparatus, and for writing the parameter 
data to the second storage. 

42. (New) The image forming apparatus of claim 41, wherein the parameter data 
transferred from the another image fomiing apparatus includes a password of a manager or an 
initial set value used when the image forming apparatus is started. 
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43. (New) The image forming apparatus of claim 41, ftirther comprising a display for 
displaying an operation in which the parameter data is transferred from the another image 
forming apparatus to the image forming apparatus. 

44. (New) An image forming apparatus capable of communicating with another image 
forming apparatus which comprises an HTTP server program, comprising: 

a first storage for storing an HTTP server program and an HTTP chent program; 

second storage for storing a parameter data used in the image forming apparatus; 

an operation section for an input performed by an operator; and 

a controller for responding to the input from the operation section, for accessing to the 
another image fomiing apparatus by the HTTP cUent program, and for sending a signal which 
requires the HTTP server program of the another image forming apparatus to receive a 
transfer of the parameter data. 

45. (New) The image forming apparatus of claim 44, wherein the parameter data 
transferred from the image forming apparatus mcludes a password of a manager or an initial 
set value used when the image forming apparatus is started. 

46. (New) The image fomiing apparatus of claim 44, ftirther comprising a display for 
displaying an operation in which the parameter data is transferred from the image forming 
apparatus to the another image forming apparatus. 



Case No. KOY-'0006 
Serial No. 10/602,140 



15 



47. (New) The image forming apparatus of claim 44, wherein the apparatus is capable of 
communicating with a plurality of other image forming apparatuses which comprise the HTTP 
server program; and 

the operation section includes a selecting section for selectmg one image forming 
apparatus to which the parameter data is to be transferred among the pliurality of other image 
forming apparatuses. 



48. (New) An image forming system in which a fibrst image forming apparatus and a 
second image forming apparatus are connected so as to be capable of communicating with 

each other, wherein 

the first image forming apparatus comprises: 

a first storage for storing an HTTP server program and an HTTP chent 
program; 

a second storage for storing a parameter data used in the first image forming 
apparatus; and 

a first operation section for an input performed by an operator; 
the second image forming apparatus comprises: 

a third storage for storing an HTTP server program and an HTTP chent 
program; 

a fourth storage for storing a parameter data used in the second image forming 
apparatus; and 

a second operation section for an input performed by an operator; and 
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the image forming system starts the HTTP server program stored in the first storage 
and the HTTP cUent program stored in the third storage, or starts the HTTP cUent program 
stored in the first storage and the HTTP server program stored in the third storage, the image 
forming system transfers the parameter data stored in the second storage fi:om the first image 
formhig apparatus to the second image forming apparatus, and writes the parameter data to the 
fourth storage. 

49. (New) The image forming system of claim 48, wherein the second image forming 
apparatus comprises a controller for responding to the input firom the second operation 
section, for requesting the first image forming apparatus to transfer the parameter data by the 
HTTP chent program stored in the third storage, for receiving the parameter data transfeired 
from the first image forming apparatus by the HTTP server program of the fibrst image forming 
apparatus, and for vmting the parameter data to the second storage. 

50. (New) The image forming system of claim 48, wherein the first image forming 
apparatus comprises a first controller for responding to the input from the first operation 
section, for accessing to the second image forming apparatus by the HTTP chent program 
stored in the first storage, and for sending a signal which requires the HTTP server program 
stored in the third storage to receive the transfer of the parameter data; and 

the second image fonning apparatus comprises a second controller for transferring the 
parameter data stored m the second storage by the HTT-- server program stored in the third 
storage, and for writing the parameter data to the fourth storage. 
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